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Data collected by the Motorcycle Industry Council says that in the  
first three quarters of 2008 female owners had increased by some  
29 percent over the same period in 2003. A dramatic increase.

Of the over one million new motorcycles sold in 2008 well over  
100,000 were sold to women. Kawasaki says 15% of its new bike  
buyers are women. For one of its small capacity bikes over 40 percent  
of those sold are bought by women. 

Other brands across the board offer similar data. Headlines are made, 
yet this is really nothing new!

Cris Sommer Simmons’ soon to be published The American  
Motorcycle Girls 1900 to 1950 celebrates the past as it reflects  
the currency of these statistics and the ongoing sales trend.  

A Photographic History of Early Women Motorcyclists will fascinate all women, both riders and those tempted to  
join them. Nearly 400 photographs provide spiritual support, entertainment and artistic appreciation to one and all.  
Male and female.
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1913 to 1919

Augusta and Adeline Van Buren 1916

On a cross-country ride in 1916, one would find themselves in very 

different conditions compared to today. Outside main cities, neglected, 

dirt roads were the norm. Pit stops were far apart or non-existent, 

and if something broke it was up to the rider to fix it. In face of these 

conditions, two adventurous sisters from Brooklyn, New York traveled 

over 5,500 miles from New York City to San Francisco in fifty-eight days. 

Augusta and Adeline Van Buren, both in their twenties, were 

active in the National Preparedness Movement before WWI, and 

became interested in becoming motorcycling dispatch riders. Proving 

that women could ride as well as men, the two became the first 

women to ride solo cross-country on motorcycles. Indian motorcycles 

provided two Power Plus motorcycles, in return for the publicity that 

the women were getting for their ride.

The ride was certainly eventful and challenging. One of their many  

achievements was the ride up Pike’s Peak, one of the tallest mountains 

in the Rockies. Newly completed, the dirt road was narrow, with an 

alarmingly steep drop to one side. They became the first women to ride 

to the 14,110 feet summit. Despite spills, breakdowns, and getting lost 

in the Utah desert, they rode into San Francisco on September 2, 1916. 

While their intended destinations were originally Los Angeles and San 

Diego, they continued down the California coast, riding into Mexico 

just for fun. They received big receptions in Los Angles and San Diego, 

but were overlooked when they rode into San Francisco.

After their cross-country adventure, the sisters were still intent on 

joining the military. But even after proving their abilities, courage, and 

tenacity, Adeline’s application was rejected by the U.S. Army. Perhaps 

they were just too far ahead of their time. 

Riding across the country in 1916 was truly a remarkable feat for 

anyone, man or woman. The Van Buren sisters proved what women 

riders knew all along, that a woman truly could ride as well as a man. 

Through accounts of their journey and the publicity in newspapers 

along the way, many a girl was likely inspired to take up riding.

Both sisters eventually married and pursued their lives. Little is 

known about whether they continued to ride motorcycles, but they 

did continue to be pioneers. Adeline, who was an English teacher, 

earned her law degree from N.Y.U. Augusta became a pilot, flying 

with the women’s flying group founded by Amelia Earhart, called The 

Ninety-Nines.

Augusta and Adeline Van Buren broke the stereotypes of their 

time proving that woman could do anything a man could do. In the 

words of Augusta, “Woman can if she will”.
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At the Border 

1916

Although 

they had 

accomplished the 

intended scope of 

their journey, they 

opted to continue 

down the coast 

from San Diego to 

Tijuana, Mexico. 

Here they are on 

the border at the 

Terminus Cafe.

Bob and Rhonda 

Van Buren. www.

vanburensisters.com

97

1913 to 1919

Agnes Goudy 1918
Gracing the cover 
of MotorCycling and 
Bicycling magazine,  
Agnes Goudy poses 
proudly on her 
Excelsior motorcycle.

MotorCycling and 
Bicycling, 

November 9, 1918



To be published on Wednesday June 10, 2009, The American Motorcycle 
Girls 1900 to 1950 is a large format hardcover with 240 pages. The first fifty 
years of the life of the motorcycle are divided into six sections. Each section 
features a great variety of photography. Many of the women motorcyclists 
included are personally known by the author, and some are interviewed 
especially for this book. Thus unique, first-hand interviews are offered whose 
charm is matched only by the originality of the photographs themselves.

Top quality paper, printing and binding will make this book a keepsake.

The author, Cris Sommer Simmons, three time Motorcycle Hall of Fame 
inductee, has been collecting photographs for more than 30 years. Friend 
Willie Nelson, iconic American country singer-songwriter, says of the book,  
“I have always thought that you could tell a lot about a person by the way he or 
she looks on a horse or a bike. There is a certain look independence, pride and freedom. Fearless but respectful.  
Kinda like you, Cris.”

The Foreword was written by good friend Karen Davidson, great granddaughter of Harley-Davidson co-founder  
William A. Davidson, and today the company’s Director of Creative for General Merchandise. 

The American Motorcycle Girls 1900 to 1950 
(ISBN 9780981727059 at $50.00 US)

is available from where all good books are sold
www.americanmotorcyclegirls.com and

www.parkerhousepublishing.com

For further details please do not hesitate to contact:

Tim Parker
Parker House Publishing Inc.

1826 Tower Drive, Stillwater, Minnesota 55082, USA
 tim@tgparker.com (651) 235 2776

113
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Easter Walters on a circa 1921-1923 Harley-Davidson Sport Model.
In the late teens and early twenties silent film actress Easter Walters appeared in such films as The Tiger’s Trail and The Devils’ Riddle. She was often seen riding around Hollywood on her motorcycles. She also mastered the art of trick riding and did many of her own stunts.

www.motorcycle-memories.com

Actress Easter Walters, leaving 
for the studio.
www.motorcycle-memories.com


